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REPORT ON CONFERENCE OF INFORMATION OFFICERS. 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE © 


Chicagoan Hotel, Chicago, September 9, 10, and 11, 1940 


(Report phepared ‘by F. J. Keilholz, Extension Baitor, 
University of Illinois College of Agriculture, as 
representative of extension editors. ) 


George A. Barnes, chief of the SCS information division, served 
as general chairman of the 3-day session which was attended by SCS infor- 
mation officers from the 10 SCS rezions, State SCS coordinators, State 
extension soil conservationists, and representatives of the Extension 


_ Service,:AAA, FSA, FCA, CCC, and Agricultural Marketing Service. 


As explained by Mr. Barnes, the purpose of the conference was to 
clarify working relationships with all agencies upon which the SCS must 
depend and with which it cooperates in the conduct of tad information 


P Os an 


In the absence of M. S. Salisbury, Director of Information, United 
States Department of Agriculture, who was scheduled to discuss the first 


topic, "The War and Agriculture," Dillon S, Myer, assistant chief of the 


SCS, was called upon for a statement on this same subject. 


Public interest for some title to come, he said, will be focused 
upon problems of national defense, with. the result that public programs 
in agriculture and in other fields may suffer. ‘As’ yet, the’ Ly which 


Sire will play in national defense is uncertain. 


Ry tr is ‘important, however, ‘in the opinion of Assistant ‘Chief Myer 
that workers in the SOS information program be alert and sensitive to 


_,trends in national and international affairs, to chanses in department 
RED ESCASS and to. adjustments. in product ion and’ td aha 


It isa “time for cool-headedness, enthusiasm, ana aiieesalbe 
Assistant Chief Myer pointed out. He added that "you people in infor- 
mation work have an important part to play in whatever assignment is 
given to agriculture in the national defense Ns oe ft 


Discussing some of the intra-SCS problems, Assistant Chief Myer 
reported that. the, realignment of the SCS was just about completed in line 


With the President's reorganization order when’ the: SOS wager’. was curtailed. 


This phase of the conferencé’ was pursued further on- the: ‘second 


day with the arrival of Mr. Salisbury. 
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Discussing some of the broad aspects of the national defense. pro- 
gram, he pointed out that agriculture was not going to be the bottleneck 
around supplies of food and fiber as it was in the last war. The problem 
this time will be one of disposal. 


It was pointed out, too, that this is ai’ new kind of war, being 
not only military but also economic and ideological. Among other things 
Latin-American countries are exposed'on afi ‘economic: front to “invasion! 
from countries doing HOPS ase on a barter bee tee 


While the place of aise ‘tn. poe neitional detanta program is 
still to be accurately defined, ‘the information job is. beginning to shape 
ae under two heads, Director Salisbury explained: 


oat pel ‘Report ing to farmers” and the’ genéral public how. ene various 
agricultural programs | ‘fit into national gist ak 


2. Report ing what is in Stone) for aériculbure, agricultural people, 
and the general public in the event of different. outcomes of the war, . Bs: 
was Stated that the Agricultural Out look Report this fall will include 
material of this nature. Vs eae 


‘The ‘basic objective in information work, as in other activities’ 
related to agriculture and the defense program, will be hemispheric unity, 
_ national unity, ls agricultural unity. 


oy It was reported that a nn He of peadbil ieee are bedi explored 
in the development of the hemisphere defense program and that as soon as 
something definite is available,-it willbe transmitted to the field. 
The implication was that this would be soon. For one thing there will 
be .no cartel such as was first proposed. Instead, any effort in this 
direction” is’ likely to be on the basis of a‘realistic appraisal of indi- 
vidual commodities. Director Salisbury felt that it would be imperative 
to keep pointing out the: relatioriship of sound soil’conservation to ef- 
fective defense. 

In connection with: the pied Spy it was brought out re the 
representatives of any one agency in the field‘were not getting the various 
informational materials distributed to workers of each and every one of 
the other. operat ing. agencies of the Habre ate 


The suge estion was made that one way to keep in touch with current 
trends and policies in the Peperineny: was to follow the BPEgrer of the 
sh inh : rot 


“The forcgoing report of thé Session on-'The War and Agriculture". 


uae the discussions which took place both Monday and Tuesday mornings. 


Following the Monday morning session, the program continued with the 
section on "Coordination of Agricultural Information" with S. D. Bledsoe, 
Chief, Press Service, U:'S::D. Ate leading the: aa 
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Coordination of f Agricultural Information chy ( 


Mr. en eee Race eae his remarks with. the stat tien that nobody: in 
the Department has reached any final conclusions as to how the coordination 
of agricultural information is to be achieved and that, consequently, his 
discussion of the matter was not ‘ata be heen as a statement: a Department 
POL eR, or Pap Seuss 


‘It was pointed out, however,, that there. are some. 60 field informa- 
. tion representatives of the Department of Agriculture, and at least cu or 
30 more who are doing information work of one kind or another, 


| -"No matter how we do it, we will have to get more coordination be- 
tween information men in the field and those in Washington," Mr. Bledsoe. 
said. "There have been some questions raised by extension editors and 
some speculation on their part as to how soon the Department of Agriculture 
was going to set up separate channels which would by-pass extension editors 
in' the’ distribution of informational material. _I don't think there: is 
any such intention - I know there isn't - but the right kind of: coordi- 
nation will clear up this and other matters that are subjects for uncer- 
tainty and speculation." 


It was reported that there md been criticism from some newspaper 
editors that in some cases a particular asency was working at cross pur- 
poses with other agencies, did not understand the programs of the other . 
agencies, or might. be in open oppos it ion to the work ac oun er: RESP GLOF 


Mr.. Bledsoe pointed out that information men were in a. sags te 
to leaven the Department program with the over-all approach, It has been 
7 years now since the first of the newer programs was started. The public 
is beginning to ask, he: said, what certain programs are, what they cost, 
what they are: worth, and how they are related to the problem of public 
defense. Coordination will help information men to present the entire 
pepartmens SSH GaR: 4 on these MEE ESOS 


At the same time: Ae officials of ay a program, as, the. 
surplus commodity marketing program, a 235 million dollar undertaking, are 
puzzled as to whether or not to set up a field information service of their 
own or attempt to use existing chanriels.. The same question ‘is being weigh- 
ed by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. tay: ut ey 


Thus, as analyzed by Mr. Bledsoe, the problem centers largely in 
_ competition between information men of various. agencies: on the one hand, 
while on the other hand the capacity of newspapers, radio stations, farm 
magazines, and other outlets to take and use material ‘is limited... 


"Tf we don't coordinate, somebody is going to do-it for us - the 
~. newspaper. scah kuin the radio Bad LAP ee extengion RARER ES: or . somebody 
dai aa ; rege 


For purposes of discussion Mr. Bledsoe asked those attending the- 
conference to think of the possibilities of having one man in each State 
handle the information on several programs, especially related programs, | 
and channel all the material through the Extension Service. 


et 
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(Before the discussion. proceeded, it was potaved out from the floor 
that such a plan would, involve the problem of consolidating offices, equip 
ment , etc.) eae. 


poLiowine these preliminary remarks, Mr. Bledsoe called on Tom 
Dale, chief of the SCS infermation division in the southern Great Plains 
region, Amarillo, Tex., to discuss progress to date in the coordination 
of information for the. dust~bowl area, involving territory both in the 
southern Great Plains region of the SCS with headquarters at Amarillo, > 
and in the western Gulf region with headquarters at Fort Worth, Tex. 


Mr. Dale opened. his discussion by pointing out that the plan had 
not been.started until about the first of May and therefore see not had 
time: to be ge ta a real. trial. 


_ By way of Seiler ound indicating the need for such a coordinated | 
effort, Mr. Dale described the multiplicity of agencies sending material 
to the extension editor or to the newspapers and other outlets in a typical 
State, such as Oklahona. 


The present plan was set up as an attempt to clarify this situa- 
.tion in.so far as it involved material affecting the dust-bowl territory. 
CHAR. Bond ;. extension editor in the State of Washington, was made coordi- 
nator of information. Both the FSA and the SCS assigned a full-time man 
to the office to work under the direction of Mr. Bond. From time to time 
the regional AAA.information man visits and works in the office, but it 
was chsh that. the AAA should assign a regular man to the staff. 


It was admitted that as the program ‘is now operating, it naked | 
constitutes a new point. of origin for material, the purpose of which is 
to give people of the Southwest a picture of the total Devary cen program 
on one problem--that of the dust. bowl. i 


-It was. further agreed that. the plan has not reduced the number of 
men dahenae and distributing informational material nor the amount of 
such material aa is being issued. 


“Mr. Bidaays expressed it as his opinion that coordination should 
involve a reduction in the number of men producing material and also in 
the amount of material produced. 


: “Following the discussion of the Amarillo pidh, representatives from 
the SCS Pacific Southwestern region were. asked to explain the plan ‘in’ 
iiss sola. at Berkeley, Calif. — ' 


. Mr “Burgess, of the AAA, was credited with calline the first meet- 
ing in this territory, and to date three meetings Have been held, Coordi- 
nation in this territory was started with the general agreement among — 
representatives..of. all agencies that some reduction needed to be made 
_in the. eu ggg of information men having contact. with the: press. 


“a 
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me ‘ The solution inthe Berkeley area is -bélievéd to lie. in -inter- — 
agency education. Accordingly the representatives there plan to get to- 
gether informally from time: to time for the purpose of working out the — 
problem of coordination cooperatively. For one hoc all have BeuPES 
to cut down’ on ‘the volume of" their output. é 


‘The Bere iey informatior representatives prefer to do it this 
way rather than through a central production staff and a central distrib- 
uting office. “However, one proposal was that:.an interagency library be- 
set up in MERA AES for the use of all agency information men. . 


At this oan ‘Mr, Buries ea le things: wh ich: are basic saith Com: 
ordination of information Bebe Res 


ee EAOEELGA in the total eorined (of. fh area 


“-2. -Coordination in such a way that the Bebe gets a unified 
picture of the total department program. 


Mr, Barnes added that coordination of information wouda not pro- 
ceed very far unless there was coordination ae 


| ‘A third sted of information Rparitat Sod described at the confer- 
“ence is that in:use in-the Lincoln, Nebr., territory. Up to this time 
the plan has been restricted to Nebraska alone, but plans are now’ meas 
made to carry it to other States in the region this winter. 


The basis of this system is simply an- informal agreement that 
distribution of material to the press and radio will be made through the 
extension editor, except in spot news announcements where REUESS makes 
direct eed sles the Econgy Eraseze bie. : : 


In the case of radio the extension editor takes the responsibility 
for: ascertaining how much time is available on the various stations. This 
time is then apportioned among thé various agencies, thus’ eliminating the 
necessity for a number of contacts or approaches: by different BODERERYE™ 
tives of the Department. 


' At this point it: eae pene that T. R. Johnston,’ Indiana, and 
George S. Round, Nebraska, who with F. J. ‘Keilholz, Illinois extension 
‘editor, had been asked’ to attend as Pepresentabaves: of their. group, were 
“unable to be present and that accordingly Mr. Keilholz-was the lone rep- 
“resentative of the extension editors. He was called upon to explain the 
‘problems and point of view of extension jens voRe in the matter of coordi- 
‘fating informational material. 


He outlined the problems of extension editors under two main heads: 
“1. If extension editors ure to service the newspapers; magazines, 


‘radio stations, and other outlets of their respective States with a well- 
rounded and elggeanene t¥s BUTERA ERE on the dha DREAM in BENET RTEUT 
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and home economics,; it is imperative that.they have access to the infor- 
mat ional output of all agencies | and that the SHES ER EDR officers. of all 
agencies BpPkes the extension. editors at all times. 


en iL the et eneton editor is. to eens the. scont idarees of. press 
and radio officials and continue to have the benefit of their cooperation 
and .sympathetic understanding, .it seems essential that there be some co- 
_ordination.and reduction:of volume in the material now being issued. In 
this connection it was pointed out that more and more editors, radio 
officials, and the -general public are thinking in the vague terms of:a 
"farm program! with the differentiation between various phases of that 
prozram becoming less and less distinct.. Consequently, any excess of 
informational material or any other abuse which reacts against -one pro- 
gram or one agency, reacts against all of Sette Saki oar the Extension 
Service and the extension editor... 


The plan which has .been followed in Illinois during the past year 
was “described as an attempt to effect coordination on-the State and ~~ 
county ee 


Pirst. cee we the res were Pea Sota etal the aoe oes eat of 
the work of the Department of Agriculture and the request of the then 
-Secretary of Agriculture, H. A. Wallace, that the: Extension Service within 
the :several. States take the leadership in realigning educational work for 
the purpose af achieving ERS R HORM COnASHYEreaes of physiced and natural 
resources. _ Re. asa tiie 


. Rather than -have-an unwieldy.program, representatives of the Exten- 
sion. Service and of. the various aperating agencies ,in Illinois agreed upon 
five practices which should receive special emphasis in the educational 
work during 1940. These were: (1) Increased use of limestone, ..(2) ine 
creased seedings of grasses and legumes, (3) pasture improvement, (4) ero- 
sion control with,special.emphasis on contour farming, and (5) tree planting. 
. These. five practices were agreed-upon as those which could be -emphas ized 
in. the programs of all agencies while at the same time permitting .those 
agencies to 0 ahead with the ‘broad, general aspects of their individual 

programs. ; 


As a step toward a coordinated informational program, the extension 
editor made - contact with information representatives of the SCS and FCA 
as | well as representatives of the AAA, FSA, Forest Service, and all sub=- 
~ject-matter departments of the University of Illinois College of Agricul- 
ture. -Each. agency or unit-was asked. to set up a suggested. nonth-by-month 
calendar | of timely stories which.could and might be.forthcoming- ‘from that 
agency or unit throughout the year in support and furtherance : of the five 
speak: gaara cipal 


For ={netenten t one problem: in the snorese ed use of tie poité was 
_-money: with which the farmer might buy.it. . It was suggested > ‘therefore 
. that some of the “suggested FCA stories: sient well report what opportuni- 
-sties.there were-for financing limestone purchases through the FCA, to- 
gether with details for carrying out the procedure. 
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. All the agencies and departments responded in splendid fashion, 
and a steady stream of stories from these various sources is now flowing 
through the extension editor's office; This material is coordinated not 
only into a State-wide press service,. but ‘also into a syndicated radio 
service which is based seen the Farm Flashes issued by ine Radio | Service 
of the UsasseDerAse 


While contacts were not made with such agencies as the REA and the 
Surplus Commodities Corporation, the system provides for some degree of 
coordinating their informational output with that of. other agencies. 
Regular contact is maintained with REA, for instance, through the- extension 
agricultural engineer, who is devoting a large share of his time and effort 
to rural‘electrification.. Much of the informational. output from the I1li- 
nois extension editor's office bears» direct ly or indirectly upon: bag REA 


program. 


An attempt also has been made to adapt and coordinate informational 
material from the Surplus Commodities Corporation on a State and county 
level in Illinois. For instance, when new Illinois cities are: put under 
the food stamp plan, members of the department of home economics cooperate 
in preparing stories and radio material describing methods of cooking, 
processing, and serving surplus foods for the maximum economy, palatabil- 
ity, appeal, and nutritive value. These stories are theh offered asa 
special service to the Depers in the. food stamp sg ge 


From time to time, as the THE of surplus foods is changed, members 
of the department of home economics cooperate in preparing special stories 
for general distribution: “Recipes and-other suggestions for making the 
maximum use of and getting the greatest benefit from the surplus foods 
are featured. Miss Candace A. Hurley, assistant extension editor, has 
worked with the EGeuar went of home economics in the Erepereb yon of this 
material.’ : , 


aueenara’ of the aaoraa aot a deaautients of the college of agri- 
culture cooperated in furthering the program by preparing special -publica- 
tions on the five practices. Film strips, circular letters, and other 
aids with which the extension editor's. office assisted also figured in 
the informational Sia ae on the Cane seu: 


On the crete ieee, qeanonetbility ¢ for. the anor iinatian of press, 
radio, and other informational material was and is being taken by the 
' county farm and hone advisers (county agents). Since they are in effect 
official representatives’ of ‘the Department of Agriculture, as well as. of 
the Extension Service, they know local conditions and problems, have a 
working acquaintanceship | and understanding !with local editors and other 
officials and aré, on the whole, experts of some years! hag ERS ear ex: 
perience in educational and informational matters. . 


‘A number of farm advisers, for instance, conduct daily .local radio 


programs with certain days of the week being given over to individual 
agencies, such as the AAA, SCS, FSéA, and others, 
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i Under’ the Illinois system the: Extension News—Messenger is being 
developed. as a device for interagency’ ‘education and for the promotion of 
greater good will and better understanding among the workers of- the 
_ various. agencies. Before each issue, each agency is invited to submit 
“whatever tiaterial it wishes to put before the representatives of other 
agencies in furtherance of its program. Excellent cooperation and en- 

. thusiastic. response : are being Paggooete gael 


we By way of conclusion Mr. Ke iThol snened aeuhate of. the confer- 
_ ence ‘for the ‘confidence and cooperation: which they had shown extension 
. editors. by Degueeeoes oné- of ‘their a ee to oo 


"If a quarter of a ‘century of eebeneien experience 2 wageotee with 
farm problems and educational matters counts for’anything, the extension 
editor, with the help of farm and home advisers in the counties. aMenme be 
the best qualified to make the over-all approach so necessary in the success- 


, Re execut ion: ‘of ua? total Department’ ‘program. In short, if a quarter of a 


century of extension experience means anything, the extension editors 
should be the answer atotthe: pRoveeH of coordinating the informational 
material. Wat pie iy 

. Members of the conférence were told that extension editors. are 
keenly interested in the success of an adequate and sound program aimed 
at a more satisfying rural: life and the furtherance of national defense, 
and that their cooperation and assistance could be counted upon by the 
various agencies and services of the Peusvube ae 


: ; ‘Pollowine some - iscuve ton" of aie statenent by Mr. Keilholz, fate 
section on “Coordination of Agricultural Information" was summarized as 
follows oy Mr. Barnes: 


1. Coordination is necessary to reduce the number of sources from 
which material flows, to reduce the amount of material, and to give the 
public a Simplified and coniprehens ive emia’ of the total ht Tsin ai 
program, % 


eeu The’ var ious ESRC ane “seem ready to cooperate: in coordination. 


‘3 Be In any plan of PEE at i a" State level, iia extension 
editor holds: a. key position. a Sik 


* AeA gph “Above the regional level’ at reetive’ asevarna geek of doen Tees 
information awaits closer none ee aor of the various: as a 


ea nb eee Above the State level a sraregiierte to. ee vines ig. cooper- 

ation and coordination’ between’ administrative phd korsh as to: ik ai 

location of offices, personnel,’ ete. ae ee 

: Suite, The’ basis of ‘coordination of beste hs Seah aes is an 
understanding of the Wentoug prog sire a ya ons hae cae 
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It was announced that a committee had been appointed to survey the 
information facilities and equipment of the U. $.-D,-A. as a first step 
toward closer coordination of agricultural information. Members of the 
conference who had anything to contribute were invited to attend an eve- 
ning session of the committee during the conference. — 

* 

Mr. Gilbertson, SCSliaison officer with the CCC, was called upon 
to discuss the work of the latter poeeriee aloo as it related to the com- 
plete agricultural program and defense plans. He explained that news and 
pictures of joint CCC-SCS efforts might be a means of getting the SCS be- 
fore new audiences, especially in the cities. He added, however, that 
the CCC policy in the defense program has not yet crystallized. 


It was announced that glossy prints and mats of CCC boys at work 
are available from the CCC. A ‘panel of such Bec eS made up into exhibit 
form was displayed by re Gilbertson. 


ay! The SCS Information ee 


In opening this section Mr. Barnes pointed out Fiat the most serious 
problem is one of educating or informing farmers as to the job of conser- 
vation and how to get it done on their own farms. In his opinion the 
present methodology of the SCS information program is not geared to the 
job of implementing the districts program. This is almost a job of reach- 
ing the individual farmer and one that can probably best be done by the 


‘ extension soil conservationist. Mr. Barnes added that the extension soil 


conservationist is perhaps a more important force in furthering this aa 
ticular information and education Job than is sometines realized. 


Proceeding to a discussion of other problems in the SCS information 
program, Mr. Barnes reported he still felt the extension editors were the 
most logical avenue of getting information into the desired channels. 


"Probably no one is better able to judge the temper in a State 
than is the extension editor. If we are willing to let him exercise his 
prerogatives’ as an ‘editor, we have an 'editor' at the State lével who can 
keep us out of trouble with respect to material going out at the wrong 


time, poorly adapted material, excessive volume, etc." 


One of the weaknesses. in the present SCS information program, 
according to Mr. Barnes, is in the field of research information. He 
cited the need for the development of more usable and more popular in- 
formation on research phases of the program. — 


| Considerable discussion developed as to the handling of the in- 


__ formation program within SCS districts, : it being pointed out that the 
— §$CS program has passed the demonstration stage and is “now in the districts 
stage. . 


One suggestion was that the extension conservationist is the man 
who can put his finger on local: problems - in the districts development 
program and call on information officers for help. It also was brought 
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out in the discussion. ‘that extension conservationists and county agents _ 
can call on information. officers for help in getting out special editions” 
of local newspapers, special pages, ‘exhibits, ‘and other devices in sup- 
port of the districts: program. o 


While there was some expression of discouragement over the fact 
that the districts program has not gone ahead faster, O. R. Zeasman, 
extension soil conservationist in Wisconsin, pointed out that enough 
time had not elapsed between the demonstrational ‘phase andthe districts 
phase for the inertia of farmers to be. overcome, | In Mr. Zeasman's opin— 
ion, good progress is porns made . 


In the aheee of aehibien some doubt was evident among the State 
coordinators as.to the legality of the SCS and other agencies exhibiting 
at State fairs., Some variance of opinion came out during the discussion. 
However, there was enthusiastic agreement among SCS officials present 
that the answer to the exhibits problem is to join with some other agency 
such as the Extension Service, 4-H clubs, or others. 


Michigan reported that its State fair exhibit was prepared by the 
regional SCS office and serviced at the State fair by the State department 
of. agriculture. iIt-is hoped also to enlist the cooperation of the SMe 
conservation department.- 


A problem in the angi ine of "spot" news in districts was discussed 
for some time. This problem arises when the district holds a meeting, but 
the news of that meeting centers largely around the participation or con- © 
tribution of some agency other than SCS, such as FSA, FCA, or AAA. The 
question was: How far should SCS officials ZO in taking the responsibility 
for the news of such a oS ne . 


Mr. Rovieore here are that the most logical and most srrattigs 
method of handling this was through the office of the county farm adviser 
(county agent). He is.acquainted with the personalities, the programs, 
and relationships, -and furthermoré has the responsibility and the author— 
ity for the coordination’ of educational and informational material on the: 
districts program, as-well as on other programs. 


SUES odtaedc ttt Relations 


John preteen ae the: SOS diviston of information, deted as discus- 
sion leader for this session. ; Bees 


First of the items taken up was the proposal for a "districts" 
news letter to be. circulated among all those concerned. with the districts. 
program. This.would be illustrated and issued in. something resembling news- 
paper format or rotogravure supplements for the purpose of pooling ideas 
that are picked up from various districts and that could be circulated to 
stimulate the districts program. <A number of dec he aaes as well as ad- - 
vantages, came out eS mar discussion. a . 


ae 
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One of the advantages cited was that the news letter would serve to 
impress district supervisors with the fact that they were a part of a great: 
national movement and not of a merely local project. Also, since the pub- 
lication would be confined largely to successful methods, it might serve 
to expedite the districts program. 


It was admitted there might be some objection to the news letter 
from other agencies, since some of the agencies already have a feeling © 
that the districts are purely SCS. It was suggested that this objection 
might be overcome by having the publication issued by the U. S. D. A. 
rather than by the SCS. ‘Another suggestion was that it be put out by the 
a oy offices. ae ae © oe Se Sony | yes 


esti objection raised was Pht. the 5 anaemia and methods publi- 
cized from one region, State, or district might not be the best for another 
territory and that therefore SCS officials and éxténsion conservationists 
might be embarrassed by having to reject something for which the local 
supervisors-had developed enthusiasm after yan it in the news letter. 


Insofar as the interest and support of other agencies are concerned, 
it was. ‘pointed out that the time to gain’ these is when, or even before, the 
district: is. maccna ek rather than'after it is formed. a aii 


ae While: the matter of a news ‘letter is not definitely’ settled, “expres- 
sions of opinion in Washington, in the Chicago conference, ‘and from other 
sources in the field seem to reflect agreement that it is a good idea. 
Mr. Dreier reported that an effort would be made to. put the proposal through. 


Turning to the matter of SCS'publications, he announced that there 
were 113 scheduled for publication during the present fiscal year, 40 of 
these being research publications. 


’ ‘Attention was then called to a number of publications issued by’ — 
different States. A West Virginia bulletin was cited. Virginia has a ~ 
series of leaflets put out by the State soil conservation board. Qit-- 
standing pears Gane OF from Bumper of oyoet States were cited. 


‘ The trend, “according ‘to Mr. Dreier, is toward’ leaflets on specific 
practices. ‘He ar ae ‘announced that the ‘Washington office is planning to 
print these leaflets if the regional offices will ‘write them. It is_ 
quite possible, he indicated, for each region ‘to develop 6 to 10 Eear lee. 


Among the SCS punleeperons which are on the printing schedule are 
a l2-page bulletin on the work of the SCS and a bulletin by Dr. Be os 
Bennett, chief of the ‘SCS. “More picture books ‘also are coming out, Mr. 
‘Dreier announced. Gt ate Pay, OP OE: oho ed. ee Wee 


Discussing the matter of educational relations, Mr. Dreier reported 
that the Wildlife Federation has gone ‘into the matter of conservation on 
a business basis, textbooks on thé subject having been sold to schools on 
a membership basis. Columbia University: Teachers College | ae s getting out - 
a book’ for teachers on conservation. - 
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Within the SCS, the educational relations unit under Dr. Strong 
has been discontinued because of restrictions in the budget. Hence she 
will not be available for field work this fall... Nevertheless it was held 
most important that material for furiberence ae Og ne ME OR ary relations be 
developed this year. 


Mr. Dreier announced that a complete school unit is being assembled 
in the Washington office. It is also the hope to get out something on 
the, scientific relations of soil and Wat SS rear dls : 


In’ addition to this the Leth picture were to. siya Supplemented with 
regional material which the teacher can use to give reality to the broad 
over-all instruction in good land use and soil conservation, Mr.. Dreier 

pointed out. 


‘He sunpwaced that a special pane son ee Soil Ee would .be 
issued on the educational relations program.. The service also has good 
photographs on the educational relations program eats might be useful 
‘at teachers! meetings or in exhibits. 


It was pointed out that every region ought to have some agency 
or institution that would be willing to help in developing material for 
educational relations work. In this connection it was announced that 
_teachers have found their place in the work and have been brought into’ 
an important relationship with a great. Rete ae the community. 


Press, Seimei oe Visual ineorna ton 


. The chairman of this section of the nasties was Gordon. K. Zimmerman, 
. Oe the SCS division of, seul ea ak 


First he Preeige for more eniphaene on SCS scientific and a4 Suet. 
work in the press releases of information men. He reiterated the fact 
that the emphasis now ‘was. upon districts as acer aman ae with the earlier 
emphas 35° on , demonstrations. 


nipetreone ‘the SCS has eg the “position that some reservations 
were required in dealing with news of districts, in view of the fact that 
members and supervisors of the districts were doing the work with the 
help of the SCS, ‘augmented at times by other agencies: "The time has 
probably now come," Mr. Zimmerman said, "when restrictions can be taken 
off and all stories growing out of the districts program can be handled 
by SCS men SO. 4g RBS as the ne Shoes is PeNPMO EN | 


} he ities. nae sees Predera antlty he- ae Nwhen tend offices 
‘can begin to make surveys of how people in a given district can be reached 
most effectively and most efficiently." 


‘Mr. Barnes pointed out that the job. of education and information 
in the district is to "make the, people realize that through a legal | 
process authorized by State’: ©. letislation they now have the power _ 
“which they didn't have benene: £6 Ao: Bama Aint aan ‘a community problem. 0 
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Too often, Mr. Barnes said, -districts have been organized because 
farmers wanted to get a "Government man," a "Government tractor; or some 
WPA or CCC labor. 


In the field of radio it was reported that the SCS no longer uses 
small stations. and is. pono eeret ite eating ty ‘on the Pree Get Dae and 
the networks. ve 


In motion pictures the outlook is unpromising because of lack of 
funds, the expense involved, and the questioning attitude of some con- 
gressional leaders. Two SCS pictures are, however, coming out soon. © 
These are a wildlife picture. and Roots. in the Earth. Another. motion © 
picture on conservation, in. the Corn Belt is in the process of Bone Opmens. 


It was announced that an AAA film, The Pane. which is Similar to 
The Flow and The River,. would be. out in about 3 months. . 


Another SCS film in the process of development is one on roadside 
erosion designed to crystallize the support and. meconehe rson of oad offi- 
cials in erosion control. 


Still another SCS film was mentioned. This is a 5-minute one which 
could be used as a starter for a meeting. , ae 


With respect to exhibits it was announced that the trend is to get 
away from large exhibits and go into the praduogson of BEREP OE PER LEIE 
that can be made largely from photographs. 


Film strips were discussed next. Modernization of them is to start 
this fall, it was announced. It was pointed out, too, that they may be 
more useful in light of the fact that the outlook for motion-picture pro- 
duction is unpromising. There were expressions from many attending the 
conference that. slides are replacing film strips. On the other hand Mr, 
Barnes reported that the U. S. D. A. sold more film strips on soil con- 
servation last year than on any other subject. 


Some demand was voiced for film strips on various practices by 
extension conservationists and State coordinators. 


Also the idea of a 10-minute short "movie!" on the formation and 
work of a district was received with enthusiasm. 


A further suggestion was thet if there are 130,000 negatives in 
the SCS files, the same picture not be used so many times in different 
places. 


Photography was the final topic of the conference, and before the 
session adjourned considerable discussion and some variance of opinion 
developed. 


It was explained that the chaotic condition has developed from 
the fact that there is little money and almost no laboratory help for 
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shipeseratetey, work ,: ot at nat same ‘ihe were is a. continuing demand 
from several different sources for pictures. (Sh 


; / A proposal was made for meeting the situation, but after consider- 
able. discussion the matter was left. for further study and report.’ gacer 
the proposed plan all Reconar cameras below the regional offices would 
be called in. For black and white prints the SCS would rely upon the — 
eeetonas oe and ctor ke hanaba ns aad f ags 


In eden to meet the need: and demand for ‘colored slides, an attempt 
would te made to see what could be done below the regional level with 
‘miniature cameras -to replace the Recomars in the avea offices. Use of 
' these miniature cameras would be restricted by some fiscal control over 
the amount - of tiln used. 


Research people would still keep their cameras and make their 
own - a Dr GP. . Ye, ie was i ; 


cond faerauis digeusmenan’ followed thé: presentation of the entire 
photographic proposal, a number of the conference members pointing out 
how the plan might handicap them in their. work. 


Following the discussion Mr. Barnes announced that the whole 
‘matter’ would be reviewed in the light of the discussions and that then 
a policy would be drawn up to are to all concerned. 


The ii Sieh | adjourned on ‘the afternoon of the third day. 


+ 


Respectfully submitted, 
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